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BY RICK CHARMOLI 
 CADILLAC NEWS

CADILLAC — It may not feel 
like we are headed toward 
summer with the cooler 
temperatures but those 
who live around and care 
for Lake Mitchell already 
have plans in place for 
2019.

Recently, the Lake Mitch-
ell Property Owner’s As-
sociation and the Lake 
Mitchell Improvement 
Board met to discuss the 
recent survey results and 
discuss concerns of  lake-
shore as well as plans for 
the weed control program 
and assessment fees for the 
2019 season.

LMIB Member Dave Fol-
ey said for the past several 
years the invasive species 
Eurasian watermilfoil has 
been one of  the topics gar-
nering the most attention 
from those who live in and 
around the lake. It seems, 
however, the invasive spe-
cies is under control.

“As you can see the last 
several years we have 
found less Eurasian (wa-
ter) milfoil and that has 
made our job easier. You 
are always afraid it will 
(morph) into a hybrid 
where the chemicals don’t 
work,” he said. “This hap-
pened several years ago.”

When it was discovered 
the invasive plant had 
become a hybrid species, 
Foley said that meant the 
treatment had to change 
as well. After some trial 
and error, treatments once 
again were successful and 
now doses are changed or 
the chemical makeup is 
altered before the plant be-
comes immune to them.

As a result, Foley said 
less than 100 acres is 
scheduled for treatment 
this season. In 2013, he said 
roughly 400 acres had to be 
treated while 61 acres were 

treated in 2018.
Locally, algae blooms 

also have been an issue but 
Foley said it is not as big a 
problem on Lake Mitchell 
as it is on Lake Cadillac. 
He said Jennifer Jermalo-
wicz-Jones, the profes-
sional watershed manager 
with Restorative Lake Sci-
ences concluded it is due to 
the fact the water composi-
tion of  Lake Mitchell is 
different than that of  Lake 
Cadillac. RLS and Jermalo-
wicz-Jones also advise the 
city of  Cadillac regarding 
the management of  Lake 
Cadillac.

That water composition 
was something that was 
discussed in the water-
shed study conducted by 
Jermalowicz-Jones, Foley 
said. The study assessed 
where most of  the nutri-
ents are coming from and 
entering Lake Mitchell 

including from Mitchell 
Creek, Brandy Creek and 
Gyttja Creek.

Foley said the study 
showed there are no seri-
ous problems, which can 
be seen in its entirety by 
going to www.lakemitchell.
org.

Besides Eurasian water-
milfoil, Foley said another 
plant is getting attention. 
Purple loosestrife has been 
an ongoing problem and 
continues to be a problem 
in the Lake Mitchell area. 
Beetles have been stocked 
where loosestrife is grow-
ing in order to create a 
sustainable population 
around the lake that will 
manage its presence. Foley 
said while beetles were not 
stocked last season, they 
will be this year.

Roadside pickup of  
weeds also will return in 
2019 and is scheduled to be-

gin May 15. The first week, 
the weed hauler will check 
around the entire lake 
one day and collect weeds. 
Once started, pick up will 
continue weekly through 
September.

Finally, and probably 
the most exciting news 
for those living or doing 
business around Lake 
Mitchell, assessment fees 
will be less. The assess-
ment for front lot property 
owners will be $50 while 
those with deeded access 
to the lake will pay a fee of  
$25. Commercial property 
owners will pay $100, Foley 
said.

“When you have less mil-
foil you don’t have to spend 
as much money. We looked 
at the fund balance and it 
was $400,000 so we’re going 
to be spending more than 
we are bringing in.” 
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THE CADILLAC News reserves 
this space daily for clarifying 
items or correcting any errors 
that appear on our news pages. 
We encourage our readers to 
report any errors by telephon-
ing the News at 775-6564. 
Please ask for the newsroom.
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Baby giraffe 
at Seattle 
zoo gets 
therapeutic 
shoes

SEATTLE 
(AP) — The 
newest baby 
giraffe at a 
Seattle zoo has 
been outfitted 
with thera-
peutic shoes to 
help treat ab-
normalities in 
his rear legs.

The giraffe 
was born to his 
mom, Olivia, 
earlier this 
month last 
Thursday and 
had to have 
his legs radio-
graphed after 
the zoo’s health 
team noticed 
his rear feet 
were not in 
normal align-
ment.

Woodland 
Park Zoo says 
casts were ap-
plied to his legs 
to help stabi-
lize his limbs 
a day after his 
birth.

KIRO re-
ports that 
after the zoo 
consulted with 
colleagues at 
other zoos and 
sought medical 
literature, the 
zoo’s exhibit 
team crafted 
two-piece 
shoes made of  
high-density 
polyethylene 
and plywood.

Treatment is 
expected to last 
over several 
months for the 
still-unnamed 
calf  weighing 
170.5 pounds.

Dog runs 
away from 
home to be 
with daycare 
buddies

ST. ANN, Mo. 
(AP) — Some-
times, a guy 
just wants to 
hang out with 
his buddies.

Such was 
apparently 
the case with 
Hugo, a dog 
who ran away 
from home 
last week in 
north St. Louis 
County and 
went straight 
to his doggy 
day care.

KTVI-TV 
reports that 
Hugo is often 
boarded at 
Happy Tails 
Pet Hotel and 
Playland in St. 
Ann. Surveil-
lance video 
provided to 
KTVI shows 
Hugo sprinting 
through the 
front door into 
the business 
and nosing up 
to another dog 
after making 
the trek from 
home, which 
was more than 
a mile.

The trip 
wasn’t easy. 
Hugo had to 
cross busy 
Lindbergh Bou-
levard to get to 
Happy Tails.

Lottery
Classic Lotto 47: 
2-3-10-13-14-41

Poker Lotto: QS-
9C-2D-10D-5S

Midday Daily 3: 
9-2-0

Midday Daily 4: 
9-5-4-2

Daily 3: 0-6-0
Daily 4: 7-8-8-7
Fantasy 5: 3-8-
20-21-22

Keno: 1-6-9-11-
13-18-19-30-32-
35-40-45-46-48-
51-53-57-60-62-
63-66-72

RICK CHARMOLI | CADILLAC NEWS

Recently, the Lake Mitchell Property Owner’s Association and The Lake Mitchell Improvement Board met 
to discuss the survey results and discuss plans for the weed control program and assessment fees for the 
2019 season. 

Gearing up for 2019 season on Lake Mitchell 

 

How Cadillac area high schools rank 
statewide and nationally in 2019

BY BRYCE AIRGOOD 
 CADILLAC NEWS

CADILLAC — U.S. News and World Re-
port has announced how high schools 
rank both in Michigan and nationally 
for 2019.

U.S. News and World Report is a me-
dia company that annually announces 
the rankings. This year it expanded 
its research by including data on more 
than 23,000 public high schools in 50 
states and the District of  Columbia, 
according to a news release.

“Our mission with the Best High 
Schools rankings has always been to 
educate families about the schools in 
their district,” said Anita Narayan, 
the company’s managing editor of  ed-
ucation. “By evaluating more schools 
than ever before, the new edition ex-
pands that focus so all communities 
can see which schools in their area are 
successfully serving their students — 
including historically underserved 

populations.”
More than 17,000 schools were 

ranked on six factors based on their 
performance on state assessments and 
how well they prepare students for 
college.

Local schools’ rankings range from 
149th to 319th to 650th in Michigan, 
with Cadillac Senior High School top-
ping the list and Pine River, Evart and 
Mesick schools a little closer to the 
bottom.

The following are the national and 
statewide rankings for local public 
high schools:

ranked 149th in Michigan, 4,099th na-
tionally

234th in Michigan, 6,667th nationally

293rd in Michigan, 8,288th nationally

ranked 319th in Michigan, 9,067th na-
tionally

422nd in Michigan, 11,762nd nationally

is ranked 434th in Michigan,12,129th 
nationally

445th in Michigan, 12,592nd nationally

High School and Mesick Consolidated 
Junior/Senior High School were put 
in a group ranking of  457th to 650th 
in Michigan and 12,935th to 17,245th 
nationally.

There are four Michigan high 
schools that did make the cut for top 
100 high schools nationally, which 
include: International Academy of  
Macomb in Clinton Township, ranked 
eighth; International Academy in 
Bloomfield Hills, ranked 42nd; City 
Middle-High School operated by 
Grand Rapids Public Schools, ranked 
38th; and Washtenaw International 
High School in Ypsilanti, ranked 83rd.
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Whitmer bans vessel 
anchor drops in Straits 
of Mackinac

LANSING, Mich. (AP) — 
Michigan Gov. Gretchen 
Whitmer is requiring large 
vessel operators to verify 
they’re not dragging their 
anchors on the bottomlands
when passing through the 
Straits of  Mackinac.

Whitmer instructed the 
state Department of  Natu-
ral Resources on Wednes-
day to file an emergency 
rule imposing the require-
ment for ships in the water-
way linking Lakes Huron 
and Michigan.

It’s similar to an order 
that former Gov. Rick 
Snyder issued last year 
after a tugboat anchor rup-
tured two electric cables 
and dented twin oil pipe-
lines stretched across the 
lakebed.

Whitmer’s move came as 
U.S. Sen. Gary Peters’ office 
released underwater video 
taken last year showing 
what appears to be dam-
age to Enbridge’s Line 5 
oil pipes from the anchor 
strike.

Michigan Senate OKs 
$58B budget that is at 
odds with Whitmer

LANSING, Mich. (AP) — 
The Republican-led Michi-
gan Senate has passed a $58 
billion budget plan that is 
at odds with Democratic 
Gov. Gretchen Whitmer’s 
proposal, primarily over 
road and education fund-
ing.

The legislation approved 
Wednesday is another step 
in the process as lawmak-
ers and Whitmer work to 
enact a spending plan for 
the next fiscal year.

Senate Republicans and 
Democrats were in agree-
ment on many bills, but 
diverged on big sticking 
points such as spending 
billions more on roads and 
how to divvy up funding for 
K-12 schools.

The Republican-led 
Legislature has not em-
braced Whitmer’s proposed 
45-cents-a-gallon fuel tax 
hike, and budget talks 
could extend into the sum-
mer months.

Authorities name 2 men 
in plane missing over 
Lake Michigan

FRANKFORT, Mich. (AP) 
— Authorities have released 
the names of  two men they 
believe were aboard a small 
plane that went missing 
over Lake Michigan in 
northern Michigan.

The Traverse City Record-
Eagle reported Wednesday 
that the Benzie County sher-
iff ’s office lists the missing 
men as 65-year-old Randal 
Dippoid, of  Perry, and 
53-year-old Emanuel Manos, 
of  Monroe.

It isn’t clear which man 
was piloting the plane that 
dropped off  radar Sunday 
night about 4 miles west of  
Frankfort.

The plane reportedly was 
having engine trouble and 
controllers had directed it 
to an airport in Frankfort 
when it vanished. Authori-
ties have said the plane took 
off  from Ontonagon in the 
Upper Peninsula and was 
heading to Monroe in south-
eastern Michigan.

Off-duty trooper assists deputy struggling with suspect
BY CHRIS LAMPHERE

CADILLAC NEWS

CADILLAC — An off-duty 
trooper from the MSP 
Cadillac post was in the 
right place at the right 
time and able to assist 
another officer who was 
struggling to apprehend a 
suspect on the side of  the 
road.

According to an MSP 
press release, the incident 
occurred on May 13 at 
about 11:25 a.m. on M-55 
near U.S. 131.

A Wexford County 
deputy had been called to 
a suspicious situation in 
the area after a man had 
attempted to force his way 
into a home and became 
involved in a confrontation 
with the homeowner.

While driving to the 
call, the deputy saw a man 
matching the suspect’s de-
scription crossing M-55.

The deputy stopped and 
confronted the suspect, 
who said he was having 
mental issues and needed 
to be taken into custody.

As the deputy attempted 
to handcuff  the suspect, he 
became uncooperative and 
kicked the deputy in the 
torso. A struggle ensued, 
and the deputy called for 
backup.

The deputy was able 
to get the suspect on the 
ground but was unable to 
get control of  his hands.

An off-duty trooper was 
driving by and noticed 
the deputy’s car and the 
deputy struggling on the 
ground with the suspect.

The trooper immediately 

came to the deputy’s aid, 
identifying herself  before 
helping to get the man 
under control and hand-
cuffed before additional 
help arrived on scene.

Following the incident, 
the 36-year-old Grand 
Rapids man was hospital-
ized for a mental evalua-
tion.

The Wexford Sheriff ’s 
Office sent the case to 
the Wexford Prosecutor 
for review and potential 
criminal charges.
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