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“Working today, for a greener tomorrow”

Elite Outdoor
Services

andscaping hrubs/pruning owing rounds
Walls rick and walkways
and washing

We will beat our competitors written estimates, guaranteed!

ving Cadillac (231) 632-0899

McBain Grain Co.
A small town neighbor who cares. 

DD4 ENERGY SUET 
$1.09ea. or $11.88/case

DD-14 ORANGE BURST 
$1.19ea. or $13.08/case

DD-15 GARFIELD BERRY 
$1.09ea. or $12.12/case

DD-18 GARFIELD PEANUT 
$1.19ea. or $13.08/case

DD-20 FANCY BLEND 
$1.09ea. or $11.88/case

Heath Suet Cakes

5th Annual

2016 FREE SUMMER 
FISHING CONTEST

rules:

Pilgrim Village
Fishing Shop

Fishing Tackle Shop
and Bait Store

M-115 (across from Mitchell State Park)

Cadillac 775-5412
www.pilgrimvillagefishing.com

Largemouth Bass ........$50 Gift Certificate
Smallmouth Bass ........$50 Gift Certificate
Northern Pike ..............$50 Gift Certificate
Walleye ............................$50 Gift Certificate
Bluegill ............................$50 Gift Certificate
Sunfish ............................$50 Gift Certificate
Perch ................................$50 Gift Certificate
Crappie ...........................$50 Gift Certificate
Bullhead .........................$50 Gift Certificate
Dogfish ............................$50 Gift Certificate

CONTEST RUNS MAY 27, 2016 THRU SEPTEMBER 10, 2016

1. NO ENTRY FEE
2. Fish must be caught in Michigan. All Michigan laws and 

regulations apply.
3. Prizes will be awarded by length. (Ties determined by weight)
4. No frozen fish, with sunken eyes or white gills accepted.
5. You must allow a picture of you with the fish for verification. 

(Pictures will be used on our website with contest standings)
6. Fish must be measured at Pilgrim Village Fishing Shop.
7. All prizes will be awarded in the form of Gift Certificates. (not 

good for licenses)
8. You may only win ONE category.
9. You are responsible for your own safety and property.

Weekly Results go to Website
www.pilgrimvillagefishing.com

RAVE REVIEWS:

“It is in showing where to find out-of-the-way trout 
streams that makes the map such a treasure to the 
fisherman.”   

— Joe Gordon, TRIBUNE-DEMOCRAT, Johnstown, PA

“I have one of the original Higbee’s Stream Map of 
Pennsylvania on my wall behind my desk. It’s the best 
thing available as far as streams are concerned. I use it 
all the time for reference. I don’t know of anything more 
extensive, and it is the most accurate map out there as far 
as streams are concerned.”   

—Dave Wolf, PA Fish and Boat Commission

Buy the Stream & Lake Map
of Michigan Now & Save!

Hook the 
Perfect Gift!

Why every angler and boater needs this map
Professor Higbee’s® Stream & Lake Map of Michigan is the first and only highly detailed map of its kind. 
The 4-foot-by-4-foot Michigan map shows 35,000 miles of streams plus lakes.

For a limited time – get 3 bonuses with each map!
Bonus #1 GUIDEBOOK: Pinpoint the best fishing in Michigan with this valuable guide. Easily locate over 

5,000 streams and lakes shown on the Stream & Lake Map both alphabetically and geographically. Your map 
and guidebook will take you to the top 443 select fishing waters – select waters for 14 species of gamefish.

Bonus #2 REPORT: Finding Secret Fishing Spots
47 tips, tactics and tools you can use to find your own secret spot & catch more fish.
Bonus #3 REPORT: How Anglers Stalk and Catch Record Fish
The average big fish has evaded capture for over 10 years. Find out which instincts set them apart from 

smaller fish. Stalking and catching a trophy requires knowledge of their unique habits and those special times 
when their guard is down. Armed with the information in this new and exclusive 24-page report – you could be 
in for the fight of your life.

LOST STREAM MAP
The STREAM & LAKE MAP OF MICHIGAN resembles another map — known to Pennsylvania anglers as the “Lost 

Stream Map.”
The “Stream Map of Pennsylvania” was completed in 1965 after a thirty-year effort by Howard Higbee, a former Penn 

State Professor.
Professor Higbee succeeded in creating a map of the highest detail possible — a map that shows every stream and 

lake. He painstakingly plotted by hand, the location of 45,000 miles of streams onto a 3 by 5 foot map.
The map sold extremely well — until it was lost several years after it first appeared in print. Incredibly, the printer 

entrusted with the original drawing and printing plates, declared bankruptcy, then carelessly hauled Higbee’s 30 years 
of work to a landfill.

The few remaining dog-eared copies became a prized fisherman’s possession. Professor Higbee was offered $400 
for one of his last maps. And state agencies were forced to keep their copies under lock and key.

Experts told Professor Higbee that reprints were impossible, because the maps were printed in non-photographic 
blue.

Then in 1991, at the age of 91, Howard Higbee’s dream came true. Computers made it possible to reprint the map. 
Holding an updated map, Howard said, “I never thought I’d live to see this day.”

Then, by combining Professor Higbee’s knowledge with computer technology — the STREAM & LAKE MAP OF 
MICHIGAN was created.

BUY LOCAL &
SAVE $8.00

ON EACH MAP!

STREAM MAPS ARE 
ALSO AVAILABLE FOR:

ALL OUT-OF-STATE 
MAPS WILL BE MAILED 

DIRECTLY TO YOUR 
HOME. 

CALL TODAY TO PLACE 
YOUR ORDER!

*Prices include 6% sales tax.   
 Check or money order enclosed $______ Make check payable to 

 
Credit card orders 24-Hours-A-Day 1-800-859-7902 – Department NC-CC

  Mastercard        

Name _________________________________________________________
Address _______________________________________________________
City _______________________________State _______ Zip ______________

or save $8.00 Postage when you purchase locally at this address.

LIMITED TIME OFFER – 3 BONUSES WITH EACH MAP

glass-like clear lamination, write-on wipe-off surface, with brass eyelets for easy hanging.
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Since I moved to Cadil-
lac in 1974, the fishing has 
changed. 

In the 1980s my ice fish-
ing catch was 
about a 50-50 mix 
of  pike and wall-
eye. 

When the sea-
son opened in 
mid-May, for the 
next month or so, 
in the evenings 
there would be a 
cluster of  boats 
anchored off  the 
end of  33 Road, 
in Lake Mitchell. 
We’d run min-
nows or night 
crawlers off  slip 
sinker rigs, let-
ting them lie on 
the bottom with 
our reel bails open as we 
waited for a walleye to pick 

up the bait. Most nights 
we’d catch a couple and 
sometimes a five-fish limit. 

Now you rarely see a 
boat there.

 In the early 
1990s it became 
hard to catch 
walleye in Lake 
Mitchell and Ca-
dillac, a fact that 
was verified by 
DNR net surveys. 

Net catches in 
Lake Mitchell 
that averaged 
11.3 walleye in 
1988 and 1993, 
now yielded just 
2.9 walleye in 
individual nets 
in 2003. Whereas 
nets in 1988 and 
1993 contained 

all sizes of  fish, none of  the 
walleye taken in 2003 were 

smaller than 16 inches. 
Most of  these were judged 
to be 8 to 9 years old. 

Apparently natural re-
production was no longer 
occurring in the lakes. The 
only remedy would be to 
introduce young fish from 
an outside source. 

Beginning in 2004 and 
continuing in 2006, 2008, 
2011, 2012 and 2014 the DNR 

collected walleye finger-
lings from ponds managed 
by the Mason County 
Walleye Association and 
planted them in numbers 
ranging from 30,000 to over 
300,000. In 2008, 7.5 million 
tiny fry were planted. 

Most anglers agree that 
the walleye fishing in our 
lakes today is better than it 
was a few years ago, how-
ever, even with stocking, 
the walleye population in 
Lake Cadillac and Lake 
Mitchell is likely smaller 
than it was in the 1980s and 
early 1990s. 

The quality of  the fish-
ery will depend on peri-
odic plantings as natural 
spawning is almost non-
existent. 

Yet the question remains, 
what caused such a rapid 

decline in the walleye 
population in lakes Mitch-
ell and Cadillac. The exact 
reason for the end of  wall-
eye spawning is unknown, 
but it may be due to the 
sudden increase in the 
numbers of  largemouth 
bass. 

It used to be that all I 
caught were smallmouth 
bass, but then around 1990 
I began to hook into large-
mouth. 

The balance quickly 
shifted. The smallmouth 
in Lake Mitchell became 
scarce, while largemouth 
became abundant. This did 
not bode well for walleye 
since studies have shown 
that largemouth bass prey 
on juvenile walleye. 

Walleye, in turn, feed on 
panfish such as bluegill, 

sunfish and perch. With 
walleye numbers declin-
ing, the numbers of  under-
sized panfish increased. 
This may be why, in recent 
years, anglers are finding 
it harder to catch good-
sized panfish. 

The decline in the wall-
eye fishery, as well as lower 
populations of  perch and 
smallmouth bass, may be 
due to a loss of  spawning 
habitat brought about the 
introduction and rapid 
spreading of  Eurasian wa-
termilfoil. 

This invasive has in-
creased the acreage of  
aquatic plants in the lakes 
and when it dies and drops 
to the lake bottom, the de-
caying vegetation spreads 
layers of  silt over hard bot-
tom areas used for spawn-
ing by walleye, perch and 
smallmouth bass. 

Silt-covered areas that 
were formerly hard bottom 
acts as mulch to promote 
growth, not just of  Eur-
asian milfoil, but native 
weeds as well. 

Chemical treatment 
of  the lakes which has 
reduced the presence Eur-
asian milfoil and nuisance 
vegetation should also 
improve the habitat for 
walleye.

Until the late 1990s, the 
first week of  June was no-
table for the mayfly hatch. 
For several days, masses of  
flies would rise from lakes, 
covering the windows and 
screens of  lakeside homes 
and floating up on beaches. 

Although an annoyance 
to residents, the larvae and 
flies were a food source for 
walleye and other fish. 

About 20 years ago the 
hatch disappeared, its de-
mise likely due to the toxic 
effect of  copper sulfate 
which had been sprayed on 
the water to kill snails that 
were part of  the cycle that 
spread swimmer’s itch. 

The copper in this chemi-
cal does not dissolve and 
the buildup of  this element 
on the lake bottom over 
the years likely reached a 
level that killed the mayfly 
larva. 

Last week standing on 
the Lake Mitchell boat 
launch watching a tube 
from the DNR fish plant-
ing truck flushing 90,000 
walleye fingerlings into 
the lake (another 30,000 
would be planted in Lake 
Cadillac), I wasn’t thinking 
about the past. 

No, I was looking ahead 
four years when this class 
of  1.5 inch fingerlings 
would be reaching the 
15-inch keeper size. While 
the “good old days” of  wall-
eye catching may not re-
turn, savvy anglers know 
there’s plenty of  fish to be 
caught right now.

Dave Foley

On the Outside

Wall-to-wall walleyes? No, but at least more

DAVE FOLEY | SPECIAL TO THE CADILLAC NEWS

Interest is high as fish technician Bob Kerry shoot thousands of walleye fingerlings into Lake Mitchell.


