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smaller than 16 inches.
Most of these were judged
tobe 8to9yearsold.
Apparently natural re-
production was no longer
occurring in the lakes. The
only remedy would be to
introduce young fish from
an outside source.
Beginning in 2004 and
continuing in 2006, 2008,
2011, 2012 and 2014 the DNR
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¥ Why every angler and boater needs this map

4 Professor Higbee's® Stream & Lake Map of Michigan is the first and only highly detailed map of its kind.
[ The 4-foot-by-4-foot Michigan map shows 35,000 miles of streams plus lakes.

For alimited time - get 3 honuses with each map!
Bonus #1GUIDEBOOK: Pinpoint the best fishing in Michigan with this valuable guide. Easily locate over
5,000 streams and lakes shown on the Stream & Lake Map both alphabetically and geographically. Your map
l and guidebook will take you to the top 443 select fishing waters - select waters for 14 species of gamefish.
Bonus #2 REPORT: Finding Secret Fishing Spots
47 tips, tactics and tools you can use to find your own secret spot & catch more fish.
© B ‘3 REPORT: Hi and  Fish
The average big fish has evaded capture for over 10 years. Find out which instincts set them apart from
smaller fish. Stalking and catching a trophy requires knowledge of their unique habits and those special times
‘when their guard is down. Ared with the information in this new and exclusive 24-page report - you could be

in for the fight of your life.
rRAVE REVIEWS:

“I have one of the original Higbee'’s Stream Map of
Pennsylvania on my wall behind my desk. Its the best
thing available as far as streams are concerned. | use it
all the time for reference. | don't know of anything more
extensive, and it is the most accurate map out there as far
as streams are concerned.”

—Dave Wolf, PA Fish and Boat Commission

“It is in showing where to find out-of-the-way trout
streams that makes the map such a treasure to the
fisherman.”

— Joe Gordon, TRIBUNE-DEMOCRAT, Johnstown, PA

Lost
e S'I'REAM & LAKE MAP OF MICHIGAN resembles another map — known to Pennsyivania anglers as the “Lost

“Stream Map of Pennsyivania” was completed in 1965 after a thirty-year effort by Howard Higbee, a former Penn
& Professor.
Sfessor Highee succeeded in creating a map of the highest detail possible — a map that shows every stream and
+. He painstakingly plotted by hand, the location of 45,000 miles of streams onto a 3 by 5 foot map.
e map sold extremely well — until it was lost several years after it first appeared in print. Incredibly, the printer
‘usted with the original drawing and printing plates, declared bankruptcy, then carelessly hauled Higbee's 30 years
ok to a landfill.
e few remaining dog-eared copies became a prized fisherman's possession. Professor Higbee was offered $400
ane of his last maps. And state agencies were forced to keep their copies under lock and key.
pens told Professor Higbee that reprints were impossible, because the maps were printed in non-photographic

enin 1991, at the age of 91, Howard Higbee's dream came true. Computers made it possible to reprint the map.
Jing an updated map, Howard said, “I never thought I'd live to see this d

en, by combining Professor ngbees knowledge with computer technulogy the STREAM & LAKE MAP OF
HIGAN was crealed

" LIMITED TIME OFFER — 3 BONUSES WITH EACHMAP

[REAM MAPSAHE
30 AVAILABLE FOR: Available rolled or folded. ALSO AVAILABLE in heavy gauge LIFETIMEE GUARANTEED,
Califoria (Northem) ‘gasslike clear lamination, wite-on wipe-off surface, with brass eyelets for easy hanging.

Colorado- Connecticut

BONUS #1, #2, #3 INCLUDED WITH EACH MAP BYMAIL  LOCAL PICK UP

,Mﬁ?’;ﬁm __Michigan 4 FT by 4 FT Rolled Paper Map(s) $2963ea.  $21.15ea.
- linois - Maryland __Michigan 4 FT by 4 FT Folded Paper Map(s) $2963ea.  $21.15€a.
lassachusetts-Missour  __Michigan 4 FT by 4 FT Laminated Rolled Map(s) ~ $50.83 ea.  $42.35 ea.
v Hampshire- New Jersey *Prices include 6% sales tax.

ewYork-Notth Canolina
0-Oregon- Pemmsylania-
thode Isand -Vermont

Check or money order enclosed $ Make check payable to CADILLAC NEWS
EACH ROLLED AND LAMINATED MAP SHIPPED IN A STURDY STORAGE TUBE
Credit card orders 24-Hours-A-Day 1-800-859-7902 - Department NC-CC

ashinglon - West Virginia OMastercard ~ Qvisa U Discover Card
R Credit Card # Exp. Date
(LL OUT-OF-STATE  Name
PSWILL BE MAILED  Address
IRECTLYTOYOUR  City State zip
R MAIL COUPON WITH PAYMENT TO THIS ADDRESS:
LLTODAY TO PLACE CADILLAC NEWS, Attn: Stream Maps, 130 N. Mitchell - PO Box 640, Cadillac, MI 49601
YOUR ORDER! o save $8.00 Postage when you purchase locally at this address.
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collected walleye finger-
lings from ponds managed
by the Mason County
‘Walleye Association and
planted them in numbers
ranging from 30,000 to over
300,000. In 2008, 7.5 million
tiny fry were planted.

Most anglers agree that
the walleye fishing in our
lakes today is better than it
was a few years ago, how-
ever, even with stocking,
the walleye population in
Lake Cadillac and Lake
Mitchell is likely smaller
than it was in the 1980s and
early 1990s.

The quality of the fish-
ery will depend on peri-
odic plantings as natural
spawning is almost non-
existent.

Yet the question remains,
what caused such a rapid

Interest is high as fish technician Bob Kerry shoot thousands of walleye fingerlings into Lake Mitchell.

decline in the walleye
population in lakes Mitch-
ell and Cadillac. The exact
reason for the end of wall-
eye spawning is unknown,
but it may be due to the
sudden increase in the
numbers of largemouth
bass.

It used to be thatall T
caught were smallmouth
bass, but then around 1990
Ibegan to hook into large-
mouth.

The balance quickly
shifted. The smallmouth
in Lake Mitchell became
scarce, while largemouth
became abundant. This did
not bode well for walleye
since studies have shown
that largemouth bass prey
on juvenile walleye.

Walleye, in turn, feed on
panfish such as bluegill,
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sunfish and perch. With
walleye numbers declin-
ing, the numbers of under-
sized panfish increased.
This may be why, in recent
years, anglers are finding
it harder to catch good-
sized panfish.

The decline in the wall-
eye fishery, as well as lower
populations of perch and
smallmouth bass, may be
due to aloss of spawning
habitat brought about the
introduction and rapid
spreading of Eurasian wa-
termilfoil.

This invasive has in-
creased the acreage of
aquatic plants in the lakes
and when it dies and drops
to the lake bottom, the de-
caying vegetation spreads
layers of silt over hard bot-
tom areas used for spawn-
ing by walleye, perch and
smallmouth bass.

Silt-covered areas that
were formerly hard bottom
acts as mulch to promote
growth, not just of Eur-
asian milfoil, but native
weeds as well.

Chemical treatment
of the lakes which has
reduced the presence Eur-
asian milfoil and nuisance
vegetation should also
improve the habitat for
walleye.

Until the late 1990s, the
first week of June was no-
table for the mayfly hatch.
For several days, masses of
flies would rise from lakes,
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covering the windows and
screens of lakeside homes
and floating up on beaches.

Although an annoyance
toresidents, the larvae and
flies were a food source for
walleye and other fish.

About 20 years ago the
hatch disappeared, its de-
mise likely due to the toxic
effect of copper sulfate
which had been sprayed on
the water to kill snails that
‘were part of the cycle that
spread swimmer's itch.

The copper in this chemi-
cal does not dissolve and
the buildup of this element
on the lake bottom over
the years likely reached a
level that killed the mayfly

larva.

Last week standing on
the Lake Mitchell boat
launch watching a tube
from the DNR fish plant-
ing truck flushing 90,000
walleye fingerlings into
the lake (another 30,000
‘would be planted in Lake
Cadillac), I wasn’t thinking
about the past.

No, I was looking ahead
four years when this class
of 1.5 inch fingerlings
‘would be reaching the
15-inch keeper size. While
the “good old days” of wall-
eye catching may not re-
turn, savvy anglers know
there’s plenty of fish to be
caught right now.
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